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ADVERTORIAL

F
rom Trump to terrorism, Brexit 
to disappearing bumble bees and 
Clinton to climate change – can 

there ever have been a more 
interesting time to study politics? 
The world seems to be changing at an 
ever greater pace and the challenge of 
mapping, analysing and understanding 
these shifting sands is what makes the 
study of politics not just a leading 
social science but the master science. 
Given the rise of anti-politics, 
disaffected democrats and populist 
parties, it has never been more crucial 
for young people to understand the 
how, what and why of today’s world.

News junkies might think that 
politics is limited to the corridors of 
Westminster, Brussels and DC, but 
the truth is it’s everywhere. Politics is 
not just about elections, public policy 
and personalities. If it's about 
anything, it's about issues - welfare, 
immigration, the environment, 
justice, health. Through the study of 
politics you can better understand and 
explore these issues and go on to enact 
positive change. 

Politics courses are becoming 
increasingly varied in terms of topics 
and content. The developments in 
comparative politics and international 
relations bring in new case studies and 
methodological frameworks that allow 
students to better understand their 
position in a changing world. 

A politics degree also equips 
graduates with a wealth of practical 
and transferable skills which are 
invaluable in the job market. The 
subject is not just a path to Number 10. 

Politics permeates 
every aspect of 
society so it's crucial 
that we understand 
it, writes Professor 
Matthew Flinders 

Politics is the 
master science in 
a post-truth world

Data gathering and statistical analysis 
provide solid grounding for a career in 
the civil service or management 
consulting; the ability to communicate 
complex ideas and concepts are key for 
success in public affairs, PR and 
marketing; and a strong awareness of 
ethical imperatives are highly valued 
in the charitable sector. More and more 
politics departments across the 
country are now offering work 
experience and extra-curricular 
opportunities and working with 
employers to prepare students for life 
after university.

The Political Studies Association 
(PSA) helps students get there. 
Through a range of resources, activities 
and events, we support students and 
teachers throughout the educational 
pipeline and enable them to unlock 
potential in the face of an evolving 
educational context such as A-Level 
reform. On a broader level, the PSA 
works to enhance public 
understanding of politics, and connect 
academics with policy-makers to 
ensure decision-making is based on 
robust evidence.

As a student of politics, you too will 
be engaged in this pursuit of truth and 
knowledge in what is increasingly seen 
as a ‘post-truth world’. 

Studying politics is therefore both a 
professional and social endeavour. The 
political literacy that comes with 
studying politics offers huge social 
benefits. This should not be taken 
naïvely in that the study of politics can 
magically transform socio-economic 
structures; but in the sense of 
reconnecting the public with the 
world around them to inspire social 
pressure for change, as well as being a 
pathway to a stimulating and 
enriching career. 

Politics remains the master science. 
Trump that! 
 
Professor Matthew Flinders is Chair of 
the Political Studies Association of the 
United Kingdom. For more information 
about the PSA and how to join, please 
visit www.psa.ac.uk.

SPONSORED BY
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 For a great many people, 2016 was the year they began to ask 
themselves, often in bewilderment or in disbelief, what politics 
is and, more particularly, what is has become. The sturdy 
structures of power resounded to the thundering footsteps  
of populism, and decisions of huge and lasting importance were 

thrust into the hands of the crowd. For every person who felt they were, 
for the first time in decades, being listened to, another began preparing 
for the worst.  
  It goes without saying that the people must be heard. Politics pervades 
every aspect of human society, and every aspect of human society  
must participate in it. Politics is not found only in governments and 
ideologies. Macroeconomics and international relations, family 
arguments and the captaincies of football teams: all of these things are 
shaped and informed by politics. As part of our communication, our 
culture, our strategy and struggle, politics is one of the fundamental 
activities of our species.  
  That many people do not participate, or do not feel included, in modern 
politics is one of the factors that fed the fire beneath 2016’s cauldron of 
bile. The sense of having been left behind in the race for globalised 
progress built into a wave of angry, destructive populism that has 
washed across Europe, and which Donald Trump has surfed all the way 
to the White House. In response, the left has almost weaponised its call 
for compassion. Even those who claim to be disengaged are swept up in 
the storms of social media. 
  Never has civilisation been so advanced, but last year was far from our 
most civil moment. Never has there been a greater need for the study of 
politics. As power becomes ever more dangerous, it is ever more crucial 
that we understand it. 
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TIM FARRON MP
A NEW LIBERALISM

the last person to pretend we – as a party 
– have had an easy time of it in recent 
years. The General Election saw us 
reduced to just eight MPs. The 
referendum produced a result that 
directly challenges the party on over 60 
years of political history of proudly 
supporting friendship and co-operation 
with our European neighbours. 

Last year also saw any sense of a liberal 
consensus in politics turned on its head. 
The conventional political expectations of 
pundits and commentators have been 
confounded again and again. 

We saw it in the United States with the 
election of Donald Trump. We see it 
elsewhere with the rise of Marine le Pen 
in France, the Alternative für 
Deutschland in Germany and even 
Rodrigo Duterte in the Philippines. As 
the political and economic problems 
facing western democracies grow more 
complex and challenging, movements 
advocating simplistic, authoritarian, 
sloganeering solutions are growing  

Proponents of an open, tolerant 
society must find a new voice 
to speak against the foghorns of 
populism, writes leader of the 
Liberal Democrats Tim Farron

Why the centre ground  
is the key to our  
political salvation

O
n the morning of June 24th we 
woke to the news the United 
Kingdom had voted to leave the 

European Union. I was struck by an 
immediate and very emotional feeling the 
future of my country and the future of my 
children had been altered forever. 

I am a working class northern 
Englishman. I also consider myself 
proudly British and proudly European. 
I’ve never felt any of those constituent 
parts of my identity are in conflict.  
Yet, on that morning, I felt part of my 
identity had been taken away. It was 
strange and upsetting. 

A week later I joined tens of thousands 
of people marching in London. I realised 
they felt the same sense of dispossession. 
I also saw there were millions of people 
across the country determined to show 
they still stood up for the values of being 
open, tolerant and united, embodied in 
the ideals of the European Union.

That gave me hope.
As leader of the Liberal Democrats, I am 
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in popularity. 
The denigration of “experts” and the 

angry, emotional culture of post-truth 
politics has become part of our 
mainstream political discourse. Self-
interested elites – quite often the same 
self-interested elites that people have 
become disconnected from – use its 
language to paint the things that 
strengthen us as threats in order to sure 
up their own positions.

Climate change is dismissed as the 
preserve of cranks and scaremongers. 
Civil liberties are regarded as wishy-
washy liberal nonsense only protecting 
terrorists and we will be much safer if the 
state is allowed to monitor all our online 
activity. Diversity and multiculturalism 
are portrayed as threats to our way of life, 
instead of recognising differences make 
us stronger and better able to keep pace 
with a changing world.

There is a reason these movements 
have been able to be so successful. 
Around the world there is a very real 
sense those at the top of our politics have 
lost touch with everyday reality. The 
established political industry is seen  
as self-serving, no longer addressing the 
needs of the communities it purports  
to represent. 

In the face of this, the Conservative 
Party is being tugged to the right, in hock 
to its nationalistic Brexiteers. Meanwhile, 
the Labour Party is paralysed and 
fast-becoming redundant. It is hopelessly 
disunited and unable to connect with 
either traditional Labour voters or the 
mainstream voting public. 

It could be a moment for those of a 
liberal and rational disposition to despair. 
However, liberals – and Liberal 
Democrats particularly – are optimists. 
And the electoral landscape in the United 
Kingdom shows there is an opportunity 
for us to fill the space being vacated by 
Labour and the Conservatives. 

In local council by-elections, we have 
made more gains than any other party 
– and by a very significant margin. In the 
three contested parliamentary by-
elections since the referendum in June, 
Labour has performed appallingly. In 
Witney it finished a distant third, behind 

the Liberal Democrats. In Richmond 
Park, where we overturned a 23,000 
Conservative majority to win, Labour lost 
its deposit. And in Sleaford and North 
Hykeham, the Liberal Democrats were 
the only party to increase its share of the 
vote (and indeed its actual vote), beating 
Labour into fourth.

There is a huge opportunity for those 
with liberal ideas to make significant 
advances if they tell their story in  
emotive language that makes sense and 
offer solutions, not shallow and self-
serving rhetoric. 

Liberals have long been afraid to claim 
the mantle of patriotism, fearing its 
association with an ugly jingoism. But 
patriotism and nationalism are not the 
same thing. Nationalism is a narrow-
minded fervour for country, motivated by 
fear and hatred of others. It is nasty and 
jingoistic. Patriotism, by contrast, is an 
opportunity to celebrate the values that 
make a country what it is. For me, Britain 
is welcoming, outward-looking and ready 
to lead in the world.

Alexander van der Bellen, the self-
described centrist liberal who beat the 
right-wing populist Norbert Hofer in the 
recent Austrian election, campaigned on a 
slogan that ‘Those who love their 
homeland don’t divide it.’ He made an 
emotional connection with voters that 
expressed his liberal values. As we did in 
Richmond Park, he showed it is possible 
to offer a robust and liberal alternative to 
right-wing populism.  

I am interested in a politics that 
challenges those who pursue ideology, 
such as Brexit at any cost, at the expense 
of rising inequalities in health and 
education. I want us to ensure we  
don’t jeopardise our culture of 
entrepreneurship or a sustainable future 
for our children through short-term 
decisions taken by out-of-touch elites 
simply playing out the demands of the 
populist echo-chamber. 

I believe our liberal values embody the 
best values of the United Kingdom.  
If 2016 saw the angry rejection of the 
political establishment, 2017 must be the 
year of liberal challenge to the new, 
post-truth consensus.

Patriotism and 
nationalism 
are not the 
same thing
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I
t has been widely reported that my 
case – R (Miller) versus The Secretary 
of State for Exiting the European 

Union – is a Brexit case but this 
misrepresentation misses the 
fundamental constitutional issues that it 
seeks to defend. The most fundamental 
rule of the United Kingdom’s 
constitution is that parliament is 
sovereign. Today this translates to the 
constitutional cornerstone that the 
government of the day, acting as agents 
for the Crown, cannot by exercise of 
prerogative powers, override legislation 
enacted by parliament. 

Set within the context of rising 
populism, I believe the defence of a 
proper legal process is an important point 
for this year’s intake of politics students 
to consider. This is what I fervently 
believe in and why I took my case to 
court. To understand the constitutional 
issue at stake, it is important to look at the 
political and legal background. On the 
23rd June 2016, the country voted to leave 
the EU. The mechanism for any member 
state to withdraw from the EU is Article 
50 of the Lisbon Treaty. The formal 
withdrawal process is initiated by a 

The investment 
manager 
Gina Miller 
challenged the 
government’s 
intention to enact 
Article 50 as an 
unconstitutional 
decision. Here, 
she explains why

Populism 
doesn’t 
have to 
be anarchy

notification from the UK to the European 
Council. The EU and the UK will then 
have a two year time-frame to agree on a 
withdrawal package. After that, 
membership ends automatically, unless 
the European Council and the UK agree 
jointly to extend the period. However, a 
major weakness of Article 50 is that it is 
not substantive in its content or 
conditions, and only concerns itself with 
procedural requirements.

Article 50 (1) states: “Any member state 
may decide to withdraw from the Union 
in accordance with its own constitutional 
requirements.” The government 
indicated they intended to bypass 
parliament and trigger Article 50 using a 
Crown prerogative power. The question 
raised by our case was whether a 
government minister, the executive, 
could trigger the process of withdrawing 
the UK from the EU without being 
authorised to do so by an Act of 
Parliament. Our case argued that once 
Article 50 is triggered, the legal 
consequence of the UK withdrawing 
would inevitably lead to citizens’ rights 
being diminished or removed, not least 
the four freedoms of the free movement 
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A government 
cannot override 
legislation 
enacted by 
parliament

of goods, people, services and capital over 
borders, could cease, depending on the 
exit package negotiated by the UK 
government. My legal team and I believed 
that as a representative parliamentary 
democracy, our constitutional 
requirement is that only parliament can 
grant rights, and only parliament can take 
them away. 

As no-one appeared to be certain in 
respect of the fundamental constitutional 
question about where power lies, and this 
was the issue my legal team and I were 
asking the courts to resolve. We were not 
arguing that the result of the referendum 
was itself a “decision” that the UK should 
withdraw from the EU, which would 
satisfy “constitutional requirements”. 
Nor were we suggesting that the judiciary 
can or should decide whether the UK 
should withdraw from the EU. The 
contested issue was whether the 
government, using prerogative powers, 
had constitutional authority to make that 
decision without parliament. The residual 
Crown prerogative power that exists on 
the international plain was about to be 
used on the domestic plain, which would 
not just undermine parliamentary 
sovereignty, it would also set a dangerous 
new precedent. 

Our challenge fully accepted that 
notification itself is likely to be a matter 
for the executive, acting on parliamentary 
authority conferred by statute, and 
having regard to the terms of parliament’s 
decision. The court was not being asked 
to interfere with parliamentary 
procedure. The question for the court was 
whether a parliamentary decision, in the 
form of primary legislation, is 
constitutionally necessary before a 
minister can trigger the process of 
withdrawing the UK from the EU by 
notifying the European Council pursuant 
to Article 50(2). 

Our submission was that the royal or 
Crown prerogative is a residual power 
reserved for the conduct of international 
relations, and the making and unmaking 
of treaties. In other words, prerogative 
powers end where domestic law begins. 
Consequently, the executive does not 
have prerogative power to “decide” that 

the UK should withdraw from the EU; 
nor can any ministers lawfully “notify” 
the European Council of any such 
decision without arliament’s statutory 
authority to do so.

If the court was to rule in the 
government’s favour, we would be 
beginning a new, I believe, autocratic 
phase in our country where a 
constitutional legal precedent would have 
been established that any executive of any 
government could bypass parliament, sit 
behind closed doors and decide which 
rights ordinary citizens keep or loose. 
In terms of the effects of leaving the EU, 
the short-term reality is that the 
Conservative government would take 
on all EU law and rights, in acquis, and 
have the power to decide amongst 
themselves which to strip away and 
which we keep. A constitutional 
precedent set by a government taking 
such drastic action without consulting 
parliament is an even larger political issue 
for our country, than whether Britain 
leaves the EU. 

As we enter an age of populism, 
political challenges clearly arise for our 
society. The danger is that the baby is 
thrown out with the bath water. 
Fundamental principles of our 
constitution, such as the rule of law, 
the separation of powers between the 
government, the peoples’ representatives 
in parliament and the independent 
judiciary provide the very framework 
within which populism can express itself 
and indeed flourish. But populism is 
not anarchy, and whilst it is easy to see 
why many wish to kick against the 
system, it is less clear what changes 
for the better are being proposed to 
that system. 

The solutions will inevitably be 
political ones. One key aspect of my 
Article 50 litigation is that so few people 
have a clear understanding of what our 
constitutional arrangements are. 
For students of politics (and politicians) 
the lesson is clear; politics does not exist 
in a vacuum, and it is our constitution 
which is the glue that keeps our society 
together, even when populists may wish 
to change the nature of that same society.

Miller’s legal challenge – and the 

decision of the judiciary – was 

vilifi ed by the right-wing media 
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A
fter everything that happened in 
politics in 2016 is there anyone 
left in the world who doesn’t 

think that journalism matters to 
democracy? As you watched Britain vote 
to leave the European Union, or Donald 
Trump win the US presidency, did you 
ever use the phrase “I blame the media” 
or “It’s all Facebook/Twitter’s fault”?

Any student of politics now has to be 
aware of how the media is shaping our 
conversations about politicians and 
policy. They have to understand how it 
can swing elections and mobilise 
activists. They also have to examine  
how it distorts debates, silences voices 
and ignores issues. Above all, they 
should know how media is changing 
from the Fourth Estate to a complex 
network of information flows that carry 
fake, partisan and propaganda journalism 
as well as some excellent analysis, 
commentary and fact-checking.

That’s why we teach politics and media 

Charlie Beckett, 
director of 
POLIS at the 
London School 
of Economics 
considers the 
relationship 
between 
journalists and 
politicians

 
Did the press  
create post-fact 
politics?

together at the LSE. They have always 
been uneasy bedfellows in the bedroom 
of democracy. But now there’s a massive 
digital pillow fight going on and both 
politicians and journalists are worried 
about who is going to win. The danger is 
that it will be the public that lose out.

But before we all join in the moral 
panic about journalism and politics you 
should bear one thing in mind. Media is 
only a pathway. It is made up of people 
communicating on channels, networks 
and wires. Those people live in the real 
world. They make political decisions 
based on their actual economic, social 
and cultural lives - not just because they 
read a tweet. It is voters who vote and 
politicians who decide, not media.  
And bear in mind that it is also business, 
NGOs, lobby groups, public relations 
companies, pop stars and just about 
anyone else with an internet connection 
that help fill up the information sphere. 
The news industry is just part of a vast, 
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Transparency 
is the only way 
to get trust

complicated media world that is part  
of our material lives where we work,  
play and even talk to each other.

Of course, as a journalist and media 
professor I still think that my trade 
matters in this rich and problematic 
political ecology. Take Donald Trump.  
A product of American celebrity, 
showbiz media culture. His loud 
language and performance is that of 
someone who combines the skills of a 
commercial salesman and a reality TV 
host. He turned those skills into a 
weapon that blew away the US political  
news media.

In some ways US journalists did their 
job with Trump. He was the story. His 
performances in the primary debates 
literally put him centre stage. He allowed 
journalists to quiz him and attack his 
extreme policy statements. The more 
they focused on him, the more his  
profile grew alongside a tireless campaign 
of public speaking. The more they 
denigrated him, the more that  
Americans saw him as the anti-elite 
candidate. Hillary Clinton’s biggest 
mistake might have been to take the side 
of US liberal mainstream media in 
targeting Trump’s personality instead  
of his policies.

So all the fact-checking and all the 
critical columns, all the Twitter storms 
raging at his sexism and racism, all  
the Facebook shares of comedy memes 
ridiculing his hair and his lies, probably 
only served to make him look like 
another victim of the Establishment 
conspiracy. Main Street America turned 
on mainstream media and gave Trump 
the benefit of the fact-free doubt.

His rise was also fueled by a 
sophisticated explosion of fake news 
produced by commercially-driven 
entrepreneurs looking to turn a quick 
advertising buck by peddling click-happy 
sensationalism and vicious fantasy 
stories. The network of Alt Right 
websites also exploited the algorithms of 
search and sharing to peddle their 
propaganda to provide the ammunition 
for America’s angry brigade. The  
social networks did the rest, amplifying 
those messages. The result was that 

many voters ended up not knowing what 
to believe any more and so perhaps they 
didn’t bother to try and instead ended up 
casting an instinctive rather than 
informed vote.

We were taught a similar lesson with 
Brexit. Britons voted to get out of the EU 
because they don’t like Brussels and they 
felt that the political establishment had 
stopped listening to their real world 
worries. But we also saw how the 
politicians contributed to one of  the 
worst political debates the country has 
ever seen. Both sides misused statistics and 
talked in hyperbolic terms to stir up fear 
and loathing. 

Journalists were also at fault. 
Newspapers took partisan sides as if this 
was a war. The broadcasters struggled to 
keep up the appearance of balance and 
serious reporting instead of ignoring the 
rhetoric and hammering the lies. But the 
information was out there. The facts 
were checked. The politicians were 
quizzed. But there was so much 
disinformation and emotional 
obfuscation that we ended up taking a 
momentous decision in a fog of unreason.

But don’t panic. Journalists are 
learning their lesson. They realise they 
have to get out of their newsrooms more. 
They have to burst their own bubble of 
metropolitan self-regard. They are 
working hard to come up with the tools 
to filter the signal from the noise online. 
They are rediscovering their duty to 
report fearlessly, independently and  
with critical, evidence-based analysis. 

It makes business sense. The news 
media is going through an economic 
crisis. If it wants people to value its work 
and pay for it, then it has to do its job 
better. It’s task is to help people to 
connect to the best information that can 
help them debate and decide on politics.

I hope that politicians learn the same 
lesson. New forms of  media are a 
wonderful way for them to connect to 
the public. But will they learn that 
transparency is the only way to get trust? 
It’s time for both journalists and politicos 
to realise that they have poisoned their 
own well, and now is the time to clean 
up their act.FL
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Much of Vote Leave’s media output during the 
EU referendum agendised emotion and was 
disconnected from the details of policy
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The House of Lords’ unelected peers have long been a 
point of contention in British politics. Lord Ashdown talks 

to Rohan Banerjee about how best to reform the second 
chamber and safeguard the principles of democracy

“I came into  
this place to  
get rid of it”
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is elsewhere in the world. It should be 
geographically based, it should be based 
on regions, and it should be elected 
on a term different from the House 
of Commons. It should be elected by 
proportionate representation and if it  
was then it would have a wider diversity 
of people.

“Of course, the Commons has primacy 
but that doesn’t mean that it should 
have absolute primacy. This place does 
some of its job well; it’s a good revising 
chamber but it’s very bad at holding the 
government to account.” 

The investment manager Gina Miller 
told the New Statesman last year that in 
campaigning to block the Conservative 
government’s right to invoke article 50 
without reference to the Commons, 
she was “doing the Labour Party’s 
job.” If reformed, as Ashdown insists 
is necessary, can the Lords provide 
an effective opposition when one is 
absent elsewhere? He explains: “The 
House of Commons is supposed to be 
the watchdog of the government, but 
in truth it’s more like a lapdog. You 
see it now, Labour failing to oppose 
the government on things that really 

matter – the interception bill, Brexit 
for example, where their position has 
been so weak. The House of Lords does, 
then, compensate for the failings of the 
Commons, but nowhere near as much 
as it should, and would do if it was 
elected. If you had a second chamber that 
successfully did its job in holding the 
executive to account, I would argue that 
you wouldn’t have had the poll tax, and 
you wouldn’t have had the Iraq war.” 

Ashdown says that the second 
chamber should be elected but retain its 
power of veto; couldn’t that be viewed 
as a contradiction in terms? What 
would stop the Lords from preventing 
something that had been decided 
democratically in the Commons? What 
if the Lords wanted to block Brexit? 
Ashdown takes a deep breath. “I would 
caution against that. The people have 
voted and whether you like it or not, that 
is superior to both Houses. We must 
allow the government to enact Brexit, 
but that doesn’t mean that it should 
be allowed to go through completely 
unamended.”

In a democracy, the principle 
of a popular mandate ought to be 

I
f Westminster is, as Andrew Neil 
termed it, “a tiny, toy-town world 
beyond the reach of most of us,” 

then the House of Lords is that rare, 
discontinued train set, whose eBay 
bidding chain is made up of collectors 
with money to burn. 

Arriving at the peer’s entrance – of 
course it has more than one entrance – 
the tall man in the tailcoat on the front 
desk asks: “If sir wouldn’t mind waiting 
in the lobby, please.” His sentence 
structure is as strange as his use of the 
third person. Several coat pegs have 
‘reserved’ written above them and the 
ceremony of the place is forthright. 

Lord Ashdown, though, appears 
unfazed. 

After a brisk march through a few 
echoing corridors, during which not one 
person says hello to him, the former 
Royal Marines captain gestures towards 
an enormously long table flanked by just 
two leather chairs. Ashdown was created 
a Life Peer in 2001 and has been an 
outspoken constitutional critic of the 
second chamber ever since; which begs 
the question, then, why did he accept the 
title in the first place? 

He prefaces a confident answer with a 
shrug. “I came into this place to get rid of 
it. How else can you get rid of something 
unless you’re in the right place to vote 
to get rid of it, or at the very least for its 
reform? I think it is an affront to have 
an undemocratic second chamber. The 
principle of democracy is that those 
who make the laws have the power to 
do so because they have been conferred 
through the ballot box.” 

While Ashdown might resent what he 
calls the “creature of the executive”, he 
isn’t entirely against all of that creature’s 
comforts. “I suppose if you want to keep 
it then alright, all this gold-plated stuff 
isn’t too uncongenial; but far too many 
of their Lordships get their feet under the 
table and lose whatever radical principles 
they had before. They get so seduced by 
being called Milord every other second 
that they want to keep the place going.” 

So what should the second chamber 
look like, according to Ashdown? “My 
view is that it should be elected as it 

12-14 Paddy Ashdown.indd   13 21/12/2016   17:01:52



LORD ASHDOWN
HOUSE OF LORDS REFORM

14 | Political Studies Guide

sacrosanct; but if we restrict the second 
chamber’s role to scrutinising and 
amending legislation, are we missing an 
opportunity for better governance? Why 
not let the Lords have an originating 
function? Lord Ashdown suggests that 
some degree of competition between 
two elected chambers could be healthy, 
noting the positives of plurality. “If 
you look at the model of other second 
chambers around the world - there are 84 
by my count - only four are not elected. 
These are Belarus, Ukraine, Britain and 
Canada.  
Not very good company, is it?  
“I think they all have a limited power of 
check. Now take, for instance, treaties. 
The government has the ability to 
introduce treaties, part of their own 

prerogative, not subject to parliamentary 
scrutiny at all. The NATO treaty is one, 
Brexit is another. I think that the House  
of Lords should have a particular role  
in the ratification of treaties. The present 
Salisbury Convention, which isn’t bad, 
could simply be translated into law very 
easily. In any case, I accept the primacy  
of the Commons, but it must not have 
total primacy.” 

Ashdown’s politics are decidedly 
centrist, informed by the habit of 
compromise and in favour of coalitions. 
All things considered, his views on the 
Lords are perhaps unsurprising. But in 
a political climate that is so obtrusively 
partisan, how optimistic can he be about 
recovering the centre ground? Ashdown 
is emphatic: “There has never been a 

successful government that has not 
been of the progressive centre. Extreme 
governments, on either side, lead you 
to disaster. If you will not be receptive 
to the idea of coalitions then you can’t 
provide sensible government.”

Britain’s duopoly, Ashdown warns, 
is a dying concept. He adds with a finger 
wag: “The truth is that democracy is 
not divided in two. I mean, what do you 
know in the internet age when people 
have multiple choices? They want to 
have a bit of this and a bit of that. The 
world is not divided into Conservatives 
and Labour. There are people with a 
whole range of views and it is one of 
the remarkable things about our time. If 
our lives are pluralist, then how can you 
make our politics binary?”
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SIR ANTHONY SELDON
PROVOCATION

D
onald Trump’s presidency may 
well usher in one of the closest 
periods of the special relationship 

between Britain and the United States 
since it was established 100 years ago 
following the US entry into the First 
World War.

Conventional wisdom has it that 
Trump is bad news for the relationship 
and that the two countries are destined 
to drift apart. Sceptics deny that the 
Anglo-American relationship was ever 
that special and owed far more to 
wishful thinking than to the cold 
realities of great power politics.  
They see Trump’s election as the  
latest manifestation of a melancholy,  
a long withdrawing roar, as the  
American eagle spirals ever further  
into the distance.

So, why the optimism? The 
relationship has been grounded for the 
last century in three constant factors 
overlaid by three variable forces which 
explain the waxing and waning of the 
intensity. The rocks underpinning the 
relationship are the common English 
language, the sharing of defence, 

Personal affinity 
between PMs and 
Presidents  is not 
vital to the special 
relationship, says 
Sir Anthony 
Seldon, who looks 
forward to a period  
of transatlantic 
harmony 

Could Trump  
actually be  
good for the UK?

intelligence and security information, 
and the strength that comes from being 
long-term allies, in turn underpinned by 
common family, cultural and personal 
relationships. The US shares these 
affinities with no other country on earth. 
It has a common border and language 
with Canada, but Canada is a minnow  
on the world stage compared to the 
United Kingdom.

The last 100 years have seen five peaks 
and troughs in the relationship. 
Woodrow Wilson was the first US 
President to meet the British Prime 
Minister on home soil, when he travelled 
to Europe for the peace conference after 
the First World War. This first high point 
from 1917-19 was brief, ending in the 
decision of the US to return to 
isolationism, but was significant for 
setting the pattern for the future. The 
relationship during the Second World 
War, for all the differences between FD 
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, marks 
the second high point of the bond. 

Harold Macmillan’s surprising 
relationship with John F Kennedy from 
1961–63 marks the third high point, 
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May is not a 
typical Trump 
woman, but 
that is exactly 
the point

pointedly nurtured by the most 
influential British ambassador to have 
worked in Washington, David Ormsby 
Gore, a close friend of John and Jackie 
Kennedy, and whose children played 
together. During the Cuban Missile 
Crisis of 1962, Ormsby Gore acted 
effectively as a personal adviser  
to Kennedy.

Margaret Thatcher’s relationship  
with Ronald Reagan from 1981–89 led  
to anxieties within the White House  
and State Department about her 
influence over him. The climax of their 
association came when they joined 
forces during the ending of the Cold 
War. The US may have been the senior 
partner, but Thatcher’s personal link 
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
and her flawless playing of Reagan gave 
Britain a unique post-war influence in 
world affairs.

Tony Blair’s relationship with Bill 
Clinton and George W Bush from 
1997–2007 was the fifth and final high 
point. Blair had a gift possessed by no 
other world leader for making himself 
the indispensable counsel to both 
presidents. Blair led Britain into the  
Iraq War in March 2003 primarily 
because he believed it was in Britain’s 
interest to remain alongside the US.

Personal chemistry, then, is the first of 
the variable factors explaining the peaks 
and troughs. It barely existed between 
Calvin Coolidge and Stanley Baldwin in 
1923–29, or between Harold Wilson and 
Lyndon B. Johnson in 1964–69, or 
between Edward Heath and Richard 
Nixon during 1970–74.

A similar ideological outlook and 
common domestic agenda binds both 
countries together, never more so than 
the belief in economic liberalism shared 
by Thatcher and Reagan, or in 
modernisation, shared by Blair and 
Clinton. Finally, a common enemy 
brings both together, as during the  
First and Second World Wars, and  
then during the Cold War. 

The rise of militant Islam has also 
proved a potent reason for both 
countries working closely together. This 
background explains the basis for the 

assertion that Britain and the US may 
experience a sixth peak in the 
relationship. Though Trump and his 
team are making almost a deliberate 
virtue of unpredictably, and are coming 
to the White House with less experience 
of government than predecessors, the 
harbingers are positive. 

Theresa May might not appear to be a 
typical Trump woman, but that is exactly 
the point. She has a no-nonsense 
gravitas about her which has already 
appealed to him in their two phone 
conversations, on 10th and 29th 
November last year. As the son of a 
Scottish mother, Trump’s love for 
Britain extends south as well as north of 
the border, and he is known to be 
enchanted by the prospect of a state visit 
to Britain next year. May too will be one 
of the first leaders across the Atlantic 
after his Inauguration on 20th January. 
Trump’s staff may have tweeted about 
Nigel Farage becoming British 
Ambassador, but in the incumbent, Kim 
Darroch, his administration will have 
the savviest foreign operator on call in 
Washington. As National Security 
Advisor for the last four years, there isn’t 
an intelligence or defence problem 
Darroch hasn’t mastered.

A common enemy in militant Islam 
will further push both countries 
together, as they work to find solutions 
across the Middle East that eluded Barack 
Obama and David Cameron. Both 
countries will need to work together to 
find a mutually advantageous trade deal, 
to ensure that NATO countries pay more 
for their own defence, and to find ways 
to assert the position of their countries in 
the very new world.

The US will need special friends. Who 
else but Britain? Israel – hardly. Russia 
– for a few weeks maybe. Germany – not 
under Angela Merkel. Trump is above all 
transactional. If he can do deals with 
Britain, he’ll want more. He may or may 
not go for the leather trousers. But he’ll 
need the woman inside them.
Anthony Seldon is the Vice Chancellor  
of the University of Buckingham. His  
new book on the special relationship  
is published this year.B
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University of Aberdeen
Politics and International 
Relations 
Edward Wright Building
Dunbar Street
Aberdeen 
AB24 3QY
01224 272726
sosci@abdn.ac.uk
abdn.ac.uk/pir
Head of department
Dr Mervyn Bain

Aston University
Politics and International 
Relations
School of Languages and 
Social Sciences 
Aston Triangle 
Birmingham 
B4 7ET
0121 204 3777
lss_ugadmissions@aston.ac.uk 
aston.ac.uk/lss 
Head of department 
Professor Nathaniel Copsey

University of Bath
Department of Politics, 
Languages and International 
Studies
1 West North
Bath BA2 7AY 
01225 383019
admissions@bath.ac.uk
bath.ac.uk/polis

University of Bradford
Peace Studies 
Faculty of Social Sciences
University of Bradford
Bradford BD7 1DP
01274 232323
course-enquiries@ 
bradford.ac.uk
peace-ma-admissions 
@bradford.ac.uk
bradford.ac.uk/peace
Head of department
Professor David Francis

University of Bristol
School of Sociology, Politics 
and International Studies 
(SPAIS)
11 Priory Road
Bristol
BS8 1TU
0117 331 7577
Spais-mscenquiries@bristol.
ac.uk
bristol.ac.uk/spais
Head of School
Professor Gregor McLennan

Brunel University
Department of Politics  
and History
Kingston Lane
Uxbridge 
UB8 3PH
01895 274000
sss-enquiries@brunel.ac.uk
brunel.ac.uk/cbass/politics-
history-law/politics
Head of department
Professor Justin Fisher

University of Cambridge
Department of Politics and 
International Studies 
Alison Richard Building
7 West Road
Cambridge  
CB3 9DT
01223 767255
enquiries@polis.cam.ac.uk
polis.cam.ac.uk
Head of department
Professor David Runciman

Cardiff University
Department of Politics and 
International Relations 
Law Building  
Museum Avenue 
Cardiff  
CF10 3AX  
+44 (0)29 2087 6705  
ugpolitics@cardiff.ac.uk
Head of department 
Dr Graeme Garrard

University of Central  
Lancashire
School of Humanities  
and Social Sciences
Livesey House
Preston PR1 2HE
01772 892400
cenquiries@uclan.ac.uk
uclan.ac.uk/schools/
humanities-social-sciences
Head of school
Dr Andrew Churchill

City University London
International Politics 
School of Arts and Social 
Sciences
Northampton Square 
London EC1V OHB 
+44 (0)20 7040 8521
socsciug@city.ac.uk
city.ac.uk/arts-social-
sciences/international-
politics 
Acting Head of Department
Professor Ronen Palan

University College Cork 
Department 
of Politics 
O’Rahilly Building 
UCC Western Road
Cork 
Ireland
T12 YN60
+353 (0)21 490 2325
d.french@ucc.ie 
ucc.ie/en/politics/
Course co-ordinator
Dr David Fitzgerald
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Coventry University 
Department of  
International Studies and 
Social Science 
Priory Street 
Coventry 
CV1 5FB
+44 (0) 24 7765 2222
studentenquiries@coventry.
ac.uk
coventry.ac.uk
Head of department
Dr Mary Knyspel

International Politics
Penglais Campus
Aberystwyth
Ceredigion SY23 3FE
01970 622702
interpol@aber.ac.uk
aber.ac.uk/en/Interpol
@interpolaber

Head of School
Prof Richard Beardsworth

Main strengths
The department, founded in 
1919, was the first of its kind 
in the world. It continues to 
pioneer the study of world 
politics, and is widely 
recognised as the home of 
the discipline. It is a UK top 
ten department, and best in 
Wales for both research 
excellence (REF 2014) and 
student satisfaction (NSS 
2016). The highly successful 
graduate school has ESRC 
recognition for research 
training and supervision.

Resources
The University library 
subscribes to extensive 
electronic resources and 
houses a European 
Documentation Centre. The 
National Library of Wales, a 
copyright library, is located 
less than 500m away, and is 
also a United Nations 
Documentation Centre. 

Study abroad
Students can join exchanges 
in Europe under the Erasmus 

scheme as well as exchanges 
in Australia, Canada, China, 
Russia and Turkey.

Work placements
As well as offering a 
work-based learning 
module, we run a 
parliamentary placement 
scheme which enables 
students to spend a 
voluntary internship 
throughout the summer 
working in Westminster or 
Cardiff with an MP/AM.

Added benefits
The popular International 
Crisis Simulation activity is  
a role-playing exercise in 
political, economic and 
diplomatic manoeuvres that 
develops negotiation, critical 
thinking and teamwork. It 
provides insight into the 
complexities and dilemmas 
of national and international 
politics and an appreciation 
of the challenges faced by 
decision-makers. Students 
also write for and edit their 
own journal, Interstate.

Employment
Graduates join local and 
national government, the 
civil service, the media, 
international organisations, 
non-profit and NGO sectors, 
and the armed forces. Of 
2015 graduates, 92 per cent 
were in employment or 
further education six 
months after graduating.
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The Department of International Politics, the fi rst of its kind in the 

world, was founded in 1919 in response to the horrors of World 

War I. As we approach our centenary, our teaching and research 

remain true to our founding ideals: to strive for a safer and more 

just world order. We provide fascinating and diverse approaches 

to the study of international politics, to better understand 

the multifaceted dynamics of world politics at a time of great 

transformation, turbulence and opportunity.

Undergraduate degrees: 
� International Politics � Military History 
� Strategic Studies � Intelligence Studies
� Global Development � Politics

Master’s degree: 
� International Politics

Highly successful PhD programme
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Politics and  
International Relations
School of Psychology,  
Politics and Sociology
North Holmes Road,
Canterbury
CT1 1QU

01227 782 406

politics@canterbury.ac.uk

canterbury.ac.uk/politics

Director
Dr David Bates

Main strengths
• We offer a vibrant 

undergraduate experience, 
with a strong focus on 
excellence in learning, 
teaching and student 
support.

• Our academics are active at 
the forefront of their 
disciplines and their 
academic research informs 
their teaching. They are 
dedicated to helping students 
achieve their full potential.

• Our students continually 
rate us exceptionally highly 
for satisfaction in the annual 
National Student Survey.

• Our degrees have a key 

focus on employability. Your 
personal tutor will support 
you at every stage to ensure 
your studies are aligned with 
your career aspirations and 
ambitions. 

Added benefits
Using cutting-edge learning 
and teaching methods, we 
study not only how politics 
works in the textbooks, but 
how it functions in the real 
world.

We use simulations and 
webinars as well as UK and 
EU study trips to the House 
of Commons, Brussels and 
Strasbourg.

European focus
Our new degrees include  
a range of Jean Monnet 
modules and Jean Monnet 
Chair activities, reflecting 
EU-level recognition for 
teaching on our specialised 
EU modules.

• European Politics BSc / 
MSc 

• International Relations  
BSc / MSc ; 

• Politics BSc / MSc 

• A range of PhD  
opportunities is  
also available.
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University College Dublin 
School of Politics and  
International Relations
Newman Building 
Belfield, Dublin 4 
00 353 1 716 8397 
spire@ucd.ie 
ucd.ie/spire 
Head of school
Professor David Farrell

University of Dundee 
Politics and International 
Relations 
Peters Building  
Dundee
DD1 4HN 
+44 (0)1382 386472 
socialsciences@dundee.ac.uk.
dundee.ac.uk/social-sciences
Dean of school 
Professor John Rowan

Durham University 
School of Government and 
International Affairs
Al-Qasimi Building 
Elvet Hill Road 
Durham  
DH1 3TU 
0191 334 5656
politics.department@durham.
ac.uk 
dur.ac.uk/sgia/politics 
Head of school
Professor Emma Murphy

University of East Anglia 
School of Politics, Philosophy, 
Language and Communication 
Studies 
Norwich Research Park
Norwich
NR4 7TJ 
01603 591 515 
enquiries@uea.ac.uk 
uea.ac.uk/
politicsinternational-media 
Head of school
Professor Lee Marsden

University of East London
School of Social Sciences
Docklands Campus 
University Way 
London 
E16 2RD 
020 8223 3000 
study@uel.ac.uk 
uel.ac.uk/socialsciences 
Dean 
Allaine Cerwonka

University of Essex 
Department of Government 
Wivenhoe Park 
Colchester  
CO4 3SQ 
01206 872982
rfray@essex.ac.uk
essex.ac.uk/government 
Head of department
Professor Lawrence Ezrow

University of Exeter 
Department of Politics 
Amory Building 
Rennes Drive 
Exeter 
EX4 4RJ
01392 725 625
politics@exeter.ac.uk
socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk 
Head of department
Professor Andrew Massey

University of Glasgow 
School of Social and  
Political Sciences 
Adam Smith Building 
40 Bute Gardens 
Glasgow
G12 8RT
0141 330 6090 
socpol-enquiries@glasgow.
ac.uk
gla.ac.uk/undergraduate/
degrees/politics 
Head of politics 
Professor Lauren Mclaren

Goldsmiths College,  
University of London 
Department of Politics 
New Cross 
London 
SE14 6NW 
020 7919 7741 
politics@gold.ac.uk 
gold.ac.uk/politics 
Head of department
Professor Saul Newman 

University of Greenwich 
Department of History, Politics 
and Social Sciences 
Old Royal Naval College 
Park Row   
London 
SE10 9LS
020 8331 9000
courseinfo@greenwich.ac.uk 
gre.ac.uk/about/faculty/ach/
study/hpss/programmes
Head of department 
Dr June Balshaw

University of Huddersfield 
Politics 
Ramsden Building 
Queensgate 
Huddersfield  
HD1 3DH 
01484 472 272 
politicsadmissions@hud.ac.uk 
hud.ac.uk 
Course leader 
Dr Pete Woodcock

University of Hull 
School of Politics, Philosophy 
& International Studies 
Wilberforce Building 
Cottingham Road 
Hull 
HU6 7RX 
+44 (0)1482 465758

Kingston University 
Department of Politics and 
International Relations
Penrhyn Road
Kingston 
KT1 2EE 
08448 544972
s.beech@kingston.ac.uk
fass.kingston.ac.uk/
departments/politics 
Head of department
Dr Radu Cinpoes
 
Lancaster University 
Department of Politics,  
Philosophy and Religion 
County South 

 Political Studies Guide | 21

c.kennedy-pipe@hull.ac.uk 
hull.ac.uk/fass/politics 
Head of school 
Professor Caroline Kennedy 

King’s College London
Department of Political 
Economy
University of London 
The Strand
London  
WC2R 2LS 
020 7848 1403
sspp-ugadmissions@kcl.ac.uk 
kcl.ac.uk 
Head of department
Professor Jeremy Jennings

Department of Politics and 
International Relations
New Cross 
London 
SE14 6NW 
gold.ac.uk/politics-and-
international-relations
020 7919 7741
politics@gold.ac.uk

Head of department
Professor Saul Newman

Your passion
When you join Goldsmiths, 
you become part of one of 
the most political 
universities in the UK 
(Which? University Student 
Survey 2014). Our students 
are passionate about 
understanding and making a 
difference in the world.

Our knowledge
From area studies specialists 
to political theorists, our 
academics’ expertise is as 
diverse as the world they 
study. Follow your passion 
with our wide range of 
modules and immerse 
yourself in current debates 
with renowned speakers 
through our lively events 
programme. 

Be involved
Make the most of work 
placement and overseas 
study opportunities: our 
students have worked with 
MPs, the civil service, 
international and domestic 
campaign groups and NGOs. 
Our location in the global 

and political hub of London 
means we’re perfectly placed 
to engage with the issues of 
the 21st century.

Undergraduate degrees
• BA Economics, Politics & 
Public Policy
• BA History & Politics
• BA International 
Relations*
• BA International Relations 
& Chinese*
• BA Politics
• BA Politics & International 
Relations
• BA Politics, Philosophy & 
Economics
• BA Sociology & Politics

Postgraduate degrees
• MA in Art & Politics
• MA in International 
Relations
• MA in Politics, 
Development & the Global 
South*
• MPhil & PhD in Politics

Your future
Our dedicated careers team 
provide support and 
guidance from the moment 
you start your studies until 
three years after you 
graduate, setting you up for 
the best possible start to 
your future. And our 
graduates go on to enjoy a 
wide range of careers, from 
local and international 
government to NGO and 
charity work.

*New programme: subject to 
validation
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• MA European Political Economy
• MA International Political Economy 
• MA Political Economy
• MA Political Economy of the Middle East

• MA Politics & Contemporary History
• MA Public Policy
• MSc Political Economy of Emerging Markets
• MSc Eurasian Political Economy & Energy
• MSc Public Policy & Management

Find out more at: www.kcl.ac.uk/politics-economics *For research power - Research Excellence Framework 2014

No.1 in the  
UK for Politics*
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Lancaster 
LA1 4YQ 
01524 594 260
ppr@lancaster.ac.uk 
lancaster.ac.uk/ppr 
Head of department
Dr Patrick Bishop

University of Leeds 
School of Politics and 
International Studies – POLIS 
Social Sciences Building
Leeds
LS2 9JT 
0113 343 4382 
polisug@leeds.ac.uk 
polis.leeds.ac.uk 
Head of school 
Professor Jason Ralph

Leeds Beckett University 
School of Social, Psychological  
and Communication Sciences 
Calverley Building 
Leeds 
LS1 3HE 
0113 812 3113 
bfox@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
leedsbeckett.ac.uk/faculties/
faculty-of-health-and-social-
sciences
Head of faculty 
Professor Ieuan Ellis

University of Limerick 
Department of Politics & Public 
Administration 
Limerick  
Ireland 
+353 (0)61 202700 

tracey.gleeson@ul.ie 
ul.ie/ppa 
Head of department
Professor Neil Robinson

University of Liverpool 
Politics 
Roxby Building 
Abercromby Square 
Liverpool 
L69 7WZ
0151 794 2393
hlceng@liv.ac.uk
liv.ac.uk/politics 
Head of department
Dr Stuart Wilks-Heeg

Liverpool Hope 
Department of History  
and Politics
Hope Park Campus
Liverpool 
L16 9JD 
0151 291 3992
politics@hope.ac.uk
liv.ac.uk/politics 
Head of department
Professor Chris Williams 

London Metropolitan University
Politics and 
International Relations 
School of Social Sciences
166-220 
Holloway Road
London  
N7 8DB 
020 7133 5107 
socialscience@londonmet.ac.uk 
londonmet.ac.uk

Head of school
Professor  Jeff Haynes
London School of Economics 
and Political Science
Department of 
Government
Houghton Street 
London 
WC2A 2AE 
020 7405 7686 
gov.admin@lse.ac.uk 
lse.ac.uk/home 
Head of department
Professor Chandran Kukathas

London South Bank University
Politics 
School of Social Sciences 
103 Borough Road 
London 
SE1 0AA 
+44 (0) 20 7815 6100
course.enquiry@lsbu.ac.uk
lsbu.ac.uk/schools/law-and-
social-sciences
Dean of school 
Professor Craig Barker

Loughborough University 
Politics, History and  
International Relations
Herbert Manzoni 
Building
Leicestershire 
LE11 3TU 
01509 222 983
phir@lboro.ac.uk
lboro.ac.uk/departments/phir 
Head of department
Dr Dave Berry 

University of Manchester 
Department of  
Social Sciences 
Arthur Lewis Building
Oxford Road 
Manchester 
M13 9PL 
0161 275 4883
amanda.grimshaw@
manchester.ac.uk
socialsciences.manchester.
ac.uk/subjects/politics 
Head of politics
Professor Francesca Gains

Middlesex University 
Department of Law and Politics 
Hendon Campus
London 
NW4 4BT 
020 8411 5555 
t.aybak@mdx.ac.uk 
http://www.mdx.ac.uk/
about-us/our-schools/
school-of-law/law-and-
politics
Head of department 
Professor Laurent Pech

Newcastle University
School of Geography, Politics 
and Sociology 
5th Floor, Claremont Tower 
Newcastle 
NE1 7RU 
0191 208 3923 
gps@ncl.ac.uk
ncl.ac.uk/gps/politics 
Head of school
Professor William Maloney

School of Politics and 
International Relations
Canterbury campus
Rutherford College, 
Canterbury,  
Kent CT2 7NX
01227 827307

polirpgadmissions@ 
kent.ac.uk
kent.ac.uk/politics  

Head of School
Professor Richard Whitman

Programmes
Undergraduate (BA): 
• Politics and International 
Relations
• Politics

• Politics and International 
Relations with Quantitative 
Research 
• Politics and International 
Relations with a Language 
• Politics and International 
Relations (bi-diplôme)
• Politics and International 
Relations with a year in 
Continental Europe, China/
Hong Kong,Japan or North 
America 
• War and Conflict
• Liberal Arts
• Joint Honours programmes 
available in Law, History, 
Economics, Sociology, Social 
Policy, Social Anthropology 
and English Language and 
Linguistics 

Postgraduate Taught  
(MA/PDip): 
• EU International  
Relations and Diplomacy 
International Conflict 
Analysis
• International Relations 
(also available as 
International Double Award 
degree)
• International Relations 
with International Law 
• Peace and Conflict 
Studies(Joint degree  
with the University  
of Marburg)
• Politics, Art and Resistance 
 Terrorism and Society

Postgraduate Research  
(PhD):
• Comparative Politics
• International Conflict 
Analysis
• International Relations
• Political and Social Thought 

School strengths
The School is dynamic and 

highly-international offering 
exciting and professionally-
valuable programmes of 
study. Academic staff are 
engaged in cutting-edge 
research on a wide variety  
of political issues such as 
ethno-political conflict, 
human rights, regional 
integration, critical security 
studies, social theories of 
resistance, conflict analysis 
and democratisation, to name 
but a few. We host three 
University-recognised 
research centres: the Conflict 
Analysis Research Centre 
(CARC), the, the Global 
Europe Centre (GEC) and  
the Centre for Critical 
Thought (CCT). We have 
excellent links with 
prestigious institutions in 
Europe and beyond. We are 
the only politics and 
international relations  
school in the country with  
a postgraduate centre  
in Brussels. 

19-31 Directory LATEST VERSION.indd   23 21/12/2016   15:59:46



King’s College London 
Department of Political 
Economy
The Strand
London WC2R 2LS 
020 7848 1403
sspp-ugadmissions@kcl.ac.uk 
kcl.ac.uk/politics-economics

Head of department
Professor Jeremy Jennings

Join the next generation  
of leaders 
Experience innovative 

teaching at one of the world’s 
top 20 universities (QS 
World University Rankings 
2015/16) and fresh 
perspectives on political 
ideas and challenges in an 
unrivalled location just 
minutes from Whitehall, the 
political hub of London. 

Our wide range of master’s 
programmes include:
• Double Master’s in Asian & 
European Affairs (New)
• MA European Political 

Economy (New)
• MA International Political 
Economy
• MA Political Economy
• MSc Political Economy of 
Emerging Markets
• MA Politics & 
Contemporary History
• MA Public Policy
• MSc Public Policy & 
Management 
• MA Political Economy of 
the Middle East 
• MSc Eurasian Political 
Economy & Energy

A leading university in the 
heart of London
• King’s is ranked first in the 
UK for Politics and 
International Studies for the 
power of its research  
(REF 2014)

• Based at the heart of 
London, we have strong links 
both with Parliament and 
government departments 
such as the Prime Minister’s 
Office, the Cabinet Office and 
HM Treasury, as well as think 
tanks and other civil society 

organisations. We provide 
numerous opportunities – 
inside and outside the 
classroom – for students to 
interact with people who 
work in these fields.

• Engagement with the 
world of policy and practice is 
fundamental to the research 
we do in politics and 
international studies at King’s.

What our students go on to do
King’s politics students have 
gone on to find employment 
in a range of professions, 
including as management 
consultants, journalists, 
school teachers, policy 
officers, public affairs 
consultants, threat analysts, 
and working at the 
headquarters of political 
parties, think tanks, 
government departments, 
international organisations, 
NGOs, European 
institutions, and in the 
private sector. Find your 
politics master’s at King’s: 
kcl.ac.uk/politics
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POLITICS 
EUROPEAN POLITICS 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
STUDY BSc, MSc, PhD

  PoliticsandIRatCCCU  |       @CCCUPoliticsIR

   canterburypolitics.wordpress.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
www.canterbury.ac.uk/politics 
E: admissions@canterbury.ac.uk 
T: 01227 782900 

WHY CHOOSE US?

*
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POLITICS AND CONTEMPORARY HISTORY 
AT UNIVERSITY OF SALFORD
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BA (HONS) CONTEMPORARY HISTORY AND POLITICS

BA (HONS) CONTEMPORARY MILITARY AND INTERNATIONAL HISTORY

BA (HONS) INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AND SECURITY

BA (HONS) INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND POLITICS

BA (HONS) POLITICS

MA/PGDIP INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY STUDIES

MA/PGDIP TERRORISM AND SECURITY

100% 
overall satisfaction*www.salford.ac.uk   |    @SalfordUni_PCH

WHAT MAKES A WORLD LEADER?
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University of Leeds
School of Politics and 
International Studies
University of Leeds
Leeds
LS2 9JT

www.polis.leeds.ac.uk 

pgpolis@leeds.ac.uk

0113 343 6843

Head of School
Professor Jason Ralph

Join the University of the Year
We’re delighted to have been 
chosen as University of the 
Year 2017 by The Times and 
The Sunday Times’ Good 
University Guide. 
Underpinning this accolade is 

strong performance in 
student experience, 
investment in facilities (we 
have a £520m campus 
development programme), 
and excellent graduate 
prospects.

Joining the School of Politics 
and International Studies 
(POLIS) at Leeds means being 
part of a vibrant and 
innovative school where 
academic research informs 
and ignites our teaching. Our 
real-world academic, 
practitioner and policy-
making perspectives will 
provide you with insights 
into the major political, 
economic, social and cultural 
issues of societies across the 
globe. Grappling with issues 

in politics, international 
relations, and global 
development, our 
programmes can help you to 
change the world around you. 

Study
Undergraduate
• BA International 
Development
• BA International Relations
• BA Politics (with 
Parliamentary Studies 
pathway)

Masters
• MA Global Development 
(with various optional 
specialist pathways) 
• MA Politics
• MA Politics (Political 
Theory)
• MA International Relations
• MA International 
 Relations and Politics  
of the Middle East
• MA Conflict, Development 
and Security
• MA Security, Terrorism 
and Insurgency 
• MPA Public Administration 
(run in partnership with the 

School of Sociology and 
Social Policy)

PhD
• You can join our successful 
and thriving research 
community.

Research
The research undertaken in 
POLIS is crucial to the 
ongoing process of rethinking 
how governments respond to 
the human and international 
security challenges posed by 
globalisation and its 
consequences. Our 
interdisciplinary research 
includes expertise in: Africa, 
Asia, the Middle East, the 
UK, and Europe. 

Meet us
Discover why we are 
University of the Year  
and explore your options  
at our postgraduate  
(Masters and PhD) open  
day on Friday 10 February 
2017. Or visit the website  
for the next undergraduate 
open day dates. 
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Politics and International 
Relations
University Road,  
Leicester
LE1 7RH
0116 252 2702
politics@le.ac.uk
le.ac.uk
 
Politics and International 
Relations at Leicester has  
a long tradition of academic 
excellence in providing 
exciting and innovative 
postgraduate courses.
We seek to make the study of 
undergraduate, postgraduate 
and research degrees an 
intellectually stimulating and 
rewarding experience. Our 
programmes are designed to 

enhance students’ under-
standing of today’s world.
 
Why choose us?
We pride ourselves on being 
friendly and open, with 
experienced academics 
committed to excellence in 
teaching and research; 
whether studying on campus 
or online via distance 
learning.
 
Our programmes bring 
together a vibrant and 
thriving scholarly commu-
nity composed of recent 
graduates and professionals 
from around the globe 
looking to develop their 
expertise, many of whom are 

working in a wide range of 
roles within intelligence, 
security, conflict, diplomacy 
and governance.
 
What will you gain?
Students who join us meet 
new people, encounter 
exciting ideas, have access to 
award winning student 
support services, and are 
challenged to work to their 
full potential.
 
We set high academic 
standards and provide 
excellent support and 
guidance to help all students 
achieve their ambitions.
To find out more visit: 
le.ac.uk/politics

POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES AT KENT/WHERE THE
WORLD MEETS EUROPE

A top 20 research institution, 
the University of Kent is the 
UK’s European university. 
We offer a range of  taught and research degrees at our
campus in Canterbury and specialist postgraduate centre 
in Brussels. 

• Taught and supervised by world-leading academics and
expert practitioners

• Options to combine your study across both Brussels and
Canterbury

• Year abroad opportunities and dual awards with partner
universities in Europe, Asia and the United States

• Excellent career prospects including internship
opportunities in Brussels

School of Politics and International Relations,
Canterbury  

Advanced analysis of  the key political questions of  our time,
approached comparatively and from a global perspective,
informed by contemporary political thought. Scholarship and
research to develop expertise in conflict, security, human rights
and global political thought.

www.kent.ac.uk/politics

Brussels School of International Studies, Brussels  

At the forefront of  international affairs exploring interdisciplinary
questions of  law, economics, justice and citizenship; applying
insight from a wide spectrum of  knowledge to specific problems
in the home of  the main institutions of  the European Union and
numerous international organisations.

www.kent.ac.uk/brussels

University of Kent /The UK’s European university
Athens | Brussels | Canterbury | Medway | Paris | Rome | Tonbridge
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University of Northampton 
Politics 
School of Social Science
Park Campus 
Boughton Green Road 
Northampton NN2  7AL
0800 358 2232
glyn.daly@northampton.
ac.uk.
northampton.ac.uk 
Executive Dean of  
Social 
Sciences 
Chris Moore

University of Northumbria 
Faculty of Art, Design and 
Social Sciences 
Newcastle City Campus
2 Sandyford Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8SB
0191 227 4757
course.enquiries@
northumbria.ac.uk 
northumbria.ac.uk
Programme directors 
Dr Pam Davies
Dr Nick Hayward

University of Nottingham 
School of Politics and  
International Relations 
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School of Social & Political 
Sciences
Brayford Pool,  
Lincoln 
LN6 7TS
01522 882000
enquiries@lincoln.ac.uk 
www.lincoln.ac.uk 

Head of School 
Dr Jacqui Briggs

About the school
The School combines 
high-quality teaching and 
learning with high-quality 
research. We provide a 
friendly and supportive 
environment of co-operation 
and interdisciplinarity. 

Staff in the School have 
extensive experience of 
designing, managing and 
delivering high-quality, 
vocationally relevant 
courses. It is our aim to 
provide students with good 
employment prospects and 
to equip them to become 
lifelong learners. 

The School has links with 
higher education providers 
in a variety of countries and, 
for some programmes, it is 
possible to study abroad for a 
period. In addition, we 
attract a variety of external 
visitors each year, both from 
the UK and overseas. We 
also organise annual trips 
abroad for students, e.g. to 
the United Nations, and we 
encourage an active alumni 
association of Social Science 
Students.

Subject specialisms
The school offers teaching in 
five broad subject areas: 
Politics, Social Policy, 

International Relations, 
Sociology and Criminology.
At Master’s level we 
specialise in International 
Relations, Politics, Gender 
Studies and Social Research.

Alumni
Nine out of ten of our most 
recent graduates were in 
work or further study six 
months after finishing their 
course, with two thirds in 
graduate-level roles. Two of 
our recent alumni are now 
Members of Parliament here 
in the UK, and many others 
are enjoying careers in the 
political arena.

Research
Research is a core element of 
the school. It contributes to 
knowledge, responds to 
problems and enhances 
teaching. Our students have 
the opportunity to engage in 
this research, informing 
their own study and gaining 
valuable transferable skills 
for future employment.
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Law and Social Sciences 
Building 
University Park 
Nottingham NG7 2RD 
+44 (0)115 951 5559
politics-enquiries@
nottingham.ac.uk 
nottingham.ac.uk/politics 
Head of school 
Professor Wyn Rees

The Open University 
Department of Politics and 
International Studies 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
Walton Hall 
Milton Keynes  MK7 6AA 
01908 654 435 
polis@open.ac.uk 
open.ac.uk/courses 
Head of department
Raia Prokhovnik

University of Oxford 
Department of Politics and 
International Relations 
Manor Road Building
Manor Road
Oxford OX1 3UQ 
01865 278 700 
politics.ox.ac.uk 
Head of department
Dr Elizabeth Frazer

Oxford Brookes University 
Department of Social Sciences 
Gibbs Building
Gipsy Lane 
Oxford OX3 0BP 

01865 483 752
social.sciences@brookes.ac.uk 
www.social-sciences.
brookes.ac.uk/studying/
undergraduate/politics
Head of department
Chris McDonaugh

University of Plymouth 
Politics and International 
Relations 
School of Government
Drake Circus 
Plymouth PL4 8AA 
01752 600 600 
admissions@plymouth.ac.uk
plymouth.ac.uk 
Director of school
Professor Graeme Herd

University of Portsmouth 
School of Social, Historical and 
Literary Studies 
Milldam Building
Burnaby Road 
Portsmouth PO1 3AF 
023 9284 6036
sshls@port.ac.uk
port.ac.uk/sshls
Head of school 
Fergus Carr

Queen’s University Belfast 
School of Politics and 
International Studies 
25 University Square 
Belfast BT7 1PB 
028 9097 5028
pisp@qub.ac.uk 

qub.ac.uk/schools/ 
schoolofpolitics internationals 
tudiesandphilosophy 
Head of department
Professor David Phinnemore

University of Reading 
Politics and International 
Relations 
Whiteknights
Reading RG6 6AA 
+44 (0)118 378 7361 
politics@reading.ac.uk
reading.ac.uk/spirs 
Head of department 
Dr Jonathan Golub

Richmond, the American 
International University
in London 
Political Science 
School of Communications, 
Arts and Social Sciences
Queens Road 
Richmond-upon-Thames 
TW10 6JP 
+44 (0) 208 332 8200
admissions@richmond.ac.uk
richmond.ac.uk 
Dean of school
Dr Alex Seago

Roehampton University 
Department of Social Sciences 
Roehampton Lane 
London SW15 5PU 
+ 44(0)20 8392 3232
enquiries@roehampton.ac.uk 
www.roehampton.ac.uk/

social-sciences 
Head of department
Dr Michele Lamb 

University of Salford 
College of Arts and Social 
Sciences 
School of Humanities,
Languages and Social Sciences 
Salford M5 4WT 
0161 295 4545
courseenquiries@salford.ac.uk
www.salford.ac.uk/cass
Associate dean of school 
Janet Lloyd

School of Slavonic and East 
European Studies, 
University College London
Politics and Sociology
16 Taviton Street
London WC1H 0BW 
020 7679 8700
s.hanley@ucl.ac.uk
ucl.ac.uk /ssees
Director 
Professor Jan Kubik

University of Sheffield 
Department of Politics 
Elmfield 
Northumberland Road 
Sheffield S10 2TU 
0114 222 1700
politics@sheffield.ac.uk
sheffield.ac.uk/politics 
Head of department
Professor Nicola Phillips

Sheffield Hallam University 
Faculty of Development and 
Society 
City Campus, Howard Street
Sheffield S1 1WB 
0114 225 5555 
fdsenquiries@shu.ac.uk 
www.shu.ac.uk/faculties/ds 
Dean of faculty
Professor John Leach

University of Southampton 
Politics and International 
Relations 
School of Social Sciences 
Southampton SO17 1BJ 
+44(0)23 8059 5000
StudentOffice.FSHS@soton.
ac.uk
southampton.ac.uk/politics
Head of department
Professor Chris Armstrong

Staffordshire University 
School of Journalism, 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
College Road 
Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2DE 
+44 (0)1782 294000
a.m.russell@staffs.ac.uk 
staffs.ac.uk 
Head of school 
Dr Alan Russell
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University of St Andrews
School of International 
Relations 
Arts Building 
The Scores
St Andrews 
KY16 9AX 
01334 462 938 
intrel@st-andrews.ac.uk 
st-andrews.ac.uk/intrel 
Head of school 
Professor Nicholas Rengger

University of Stirling 
School of History and Politics 
Pathfoot Building
Stirling  
FK9 4LA 
01786 467 530 
admissions@stir.ac.uk 
historyandpolitics.stir.ac.uk 
Head of division 
Professor Holger Nehring 

University of Strathclyde 
School of Government and 

Public Policy 
McCance Building
16 Richmond Street 
Glasgow 
G1 1XQ 
0141 548 2733
contact-government@strath.
ac.uk
strath.ac.uk/humanities/ 
schoolofgovernment 
andpublicpolicy 
Head of school 
Professor Robert Thomson

University of Sunderland 
Politics 
Faculty of Education & Society 
Priestman Building 
New Durham Road 
Sunderland 
SR1 3PZ 
0191 515 2395
simon.henig@sunderland.ac.uk 
sunderland.ac.uk/ faculties/es 
Dean of faculty 
Professor Gary Holmes 

Trinity College Dublin, 
University of Dublin 
Department of Political 
Science 
2-3 College Green 
Dublin 2 
00353 896 1000 
polsci@tcd.ie
tcd.ie/political_science 
Head of department
Professor Gail McElroy

University of Ulster 
School of Criminology,  
Politics and Social Policy 
Shore Road 
Newtownabbey
Northern Ireland  
BT37 0QB
0289 036 6378
socsci@ulster.ac.uk 
ulster.ac.uk/cpsp/politics 
Head of school
Professor Ruth Fee

University College London
School of Public Policy 
Department of Political 
Science 
The Rubin Building 

29 Tavistock Square 
London WC1H 9QU 
020 7679 4999
spp@ucl.ac.uk 
ucl.ac.uk/spp 
Head of department 
Professor David Coen

Swansea University 
Department of Political and 
Cultural Studies
Keir Hardie Building
Singleton Park 
Swansea SA2 8PP 
01792 602 394
coahcollegeoffice@swansea.
ac.uk 
swansea.ac.uk/
artsandhumanities/pcs 
Head of department 
Dr Alan Collins

University of the West 
of England 
Politics and International 
Relations 
Department of Health and 
Social Sciences 
Coldharbour Lane
Bristol

Politics and International 
Relations
Department of History,  
Politics and Philosophy
Geoffrey Manton Building 
Rosamund Street West
Manchester 
M15 6LL
0161 247 3921
hlss1@mmu.ac.uk
mmu.ac.uk/hpp 

Head of Department 
Dr Brian McCook

Department Overview 
The Department of History, 
Politics and Philosophy 
encompasses multi-
disciplinary strengths in 
both teaching and research. 

Specialisms
We specialise in political 
theory, public policy, 
European politics, US 
politics and international 
relations. This wide range of 
topics allows us to offer a 
varied and thriving 
programme of study 
alongside a challenging 
culture of research.

Undergraduate programmes
We offer degrees in Politics, 
International Politics and 
Public Services. You can also 
study either of our Politics 
courses as combined 
honours with subjects such 
as Philosophy and History. 
Public Services is available 
full-time or part-time, with 
part-time attendance one 
day per week.

Postgraduate programmes
Our MA International 
Relations and Global 
Communications, allows  
you to engage with and 
critically evaluate the 
interaction between these 
two distinct areas of study. 

Research programmes
Our Politics staff supervise 
M. Phil and PhD research 
degrees in subject areas 
including the domestic 
politics and foreign policy of 
the USA; twentieth-century 
British politics; the politics 
of the European Union; 
energy policy; and 
the politics of football.
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Politics and  
International Relations
Egham Hill, Egham
Surrey TW20 0EX
royalholloway.ac.uk/ 
PoliticsandIR
Head of Department
Professor Sandra Halperin

Highly ranked with 
international expertise
Join a department ranked  
in the top 10 in the UK for 
research intensity (Times 
Higher Education 2014); all 
30 permanent academic staff 
are research-active. The 
department is further 
enhanced by five philosophy 
academics, visiting scholars 
and 40 doctoral research 
students. Teaching on all 
levels is supported by 
research skills and training 
programmes and enriched 
by four active research 
centres and regular visiting 
speaker seminars that 
include guest academics and 
policy makers. In 2015, 88 
per cent of students were in 
work or further study within 
six months of graduation.

An international community
More than 40 per cent of 
students in Politics and 
International Relations are  
from outside the UK, and  
Study Abroad opportunities 
are offered on all 
undergraduate degrees.

A wide range of courses
Courses cover the politics 
and international relations  
of the US, UK, Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East, 
South Asia and China. 
Specialist courses include 
human rights and post-
conflict resolution, 
development, youth politics, 
comparative voting 
behaviour and elections, and 
democratic theory.
Degree programmes include 
BA Politics; BA International 
Relations; BA Politics and 
International Relations; BA 
Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics (PPE); BA 
European and International 
Studies. Masters programmes 
include Contemporary 
Political Theory; Elections, 
Public Opinion & Parties; 
Media, Power and Public 
Affairs; Geopolitics and 
Security; MA Political 
Philosophy. Postgraduate 
Research degrees are 
supported by AHRC and 
ESRC scholarship schemes.
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School of Social Sciences
Division of Politics and  
International Relations
Shakespeare Street
Nottingham
NG1 4FQ
0115 848 4460

s3.enquiries@ntu.ac.uk 
www.ntu.ac.uk/politics 

Head of school 
Dr Rose Gann

Overview
The division provides a 
vibrant, close-knit  
academic community in 
which to base graduate 
studies, and our staff strive 

for excellence in both 
teaching and research.

Resources 
On NTU’s City site our 
students have access to a 
great range of facilities 
including the £13m Boots 
library, 3,000 student 
open-access PCs and our 
virtual learning environment 
(NOW).

Research specialisms
The division has an 
enthusiastic and research-
active team of Politics and 
International Relations 
specialists. 
Our research areas include:

• Citizenship and Political 
Participation, 
Ethics, Ecology and 
Identity,

• Political Violence and 
Security,

• Middle East and North 
Africa; 

• Pedagogy.

Our courses are research-led 
and informed by the latest 
developments. Opportunities 
are available for postgraduate 
study leading to a PhD.

Undergraduate courses
We offer three undergraduate 
courses in the areas of politics 
and international relations – 

two of which offer dual 
awards with a partner 
institution in Europe.

Postgraduate courses
We offer two postgraduate 
courses  – both of which offer 
students a work-based 
learning option.

Beyond the course
Students have the 
opportunity to broaden their 
experience and gain a range 
of skills. They can hear 
directly from experts, join 
our lively politics society and 
can have the chance to study 
abroad with the Erasmus+ 
foreign exchange scheme.
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perspective
With our vast repository of knowledge and expertise on
our specialist regions, we are uniquely placed to inform
and shape current thinking about the economic, political,
cultural, security and religious challenges of our world.

From day one at our central London campus, our students
are encouraged to challenge conventional views and
think globally – and that’s one of the reasons why they
develop careers that make a real difference.

Find out more
www.soas.ac.uk/politics
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Politics and  
Contemporary History
School of Arts and Media
The Crescent, Salford
M5 4WT
0161 295 4545
courseenquiries@salford.ac.uk
salford.ac.uk/arts-media
@SalfordUni_PCH

Head of School
Professor Allan Walker

General information
The University offers exciting 
and unique undergraduate 
degrees across military and 
international history, 
international relations, 
politics and security, designed 
to equip you with specialist 
knowledge and skills relevant 

to employment in a wide 
range of careers. Our 
postgraduate degrees reflect 
our expertise in intelligence 
studies, terrorism studies and 
security.

Courses
• BA (Hons) Contemporary 
History and Politics
• BA (Hons) Contemporary 
Military and International 
History
• BA (Hons) International 
Politics and Security
• BA (Hons) International 
Relations and Politics
• BA (Hons) Politics
• MA/PgDip Intelligence and 
Security Studies
• MA/PgDip Terrorism and 
Security

Strengths
• 100% overall satisfaction in 
the National Student Survey 
2016.
• Taught by internationally 
recognised researchers.
• The School has strong 
partnerships with the sector, 
and there are numerous 
opportunities to work with 
leading organisations 
connected to your field of 
study.
• The option to study abroad 
in Europe, the USA or Canada.
• We offer the UK’s longest 
running non-governmental 
postgraduate courses in the 
area of intelligence and 
security.

Career prospects
Our graduates have gone on 
to work for international 
governments and institutions 
such as the EU, multinational 
companies, international 
charities, the military, in 
intelligence and defence, for 
local government and 
political parties.

@rhulpir

royalholloway.ac.uk/politicsandir

BS16 1QY
0117 965 6261 
peter.clegg@uwe.ac.uk
uwe.ac.uk/hls/hss
Head of department 
Dr Peter Clegg

University of the West 
of Scotland 
Politics and Sociology 
School of Media, Culture and 
Society
UWS Paisley Campus
Paisley 
PA1 2BE
0141 848 3788 
laura.baldie@uws.ac.uk
uws.ac.uk/schools/
schoolofmediaculture  
andsociety
Head of school 
Professor Derek Carson

University of Westminster 
Faculty of Social Sciences  
and Humanities
309 Regent Street 
London 
W1B 2HW 
020 7911 5000
course-enquiries@
westminster.ac.uk 
westminster.ac.uk/about-us/

100 years of the best  
and boldest writing on  

politics and culture
Editions 1 & 2 now available 

on the iPad edition
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Politics and  
International Studies
Thornhaugh Street, Russell 
Square, London WC1H 0XG
020 7898 4700
ugpolitics@soas.ac.uk
soas.ac.uk/politics
facebook.com/SoasPolitics
Twitter: @soaspolitics
Head of department
Dr Mark Laffey

General info
SOAS Politics programmes 
engage with the realities of 
African, Asian and Middle 
Eastern domestic and 
international politics, from 
innovative and challenging 
perspectives.

Main strengths
In the wide range of courses 
taught, students pursue 
in-depth study of such 
timely and salient topics as 

the political economies of 
China, Japan, Korea, and 
India, the politics of the Arab 
Uprisings in Egypt, Syria, 
and Tunisia, and the politics 
of justice and reconciliation 
in Africa. 

Study abroad
Students combining politics 
with a language will spend a 
year of study abroad. 

Added benefits
One of the Department’s key 
strengths lies in fostering  
a supportive learning and 
teaching environment for  
its students.

Alumni
Graduates follow careers  
in businesses, governments, 
the media, international 
organisations and NGOs. 
Students leave SOAS with  
a detailed knowledge and 
understanding of the 
complex political and 
cultural issues of 
contemporary global politics.

Politics and  
International Studies
Social Sciences building 
Coventry, CV4 7AL
Undergraduate enquiries
0247 652 3302 
paisug@warwick.ac.uk
Postgraduate enquiries
0247 615 0145
paispg@warwick.ac.uk 
warwick.ac.uk/pais

Head of department
Professor Nick Vaughan-
Williams
 
Main strengths
Politics and International 
Studies (PAIS) is a diverse, 
successful and dynamic 
community situated within 
one of the UK’s leading 
universities, with more than 
50 academic staff and a 
growing community of 
postdoctoral research 
fellows producing world-
class research across a wide 
spectrum of specialisms.
Major research centres in 
PAIS include: the Centre for 
the Study of Globalisation 
and Regionalisation; the 
Centre for the Study of 
Democratisation; and the 
Centre for Ethics, Law and 
Public Affairs. PAIS attracts 
the highest quality students 

from more than 50 countries 
onto three core and several 
joint undergraduate 
programmes, 11 core and six 
double Master’s programmes, 
and a wide range of PhD 
topics. Students graduate 
with very good career 
prospects in diverse fields, 
including government, law, 
business, international 
organisations and the media.

Resources
The library is a member of 
the SCONUL Access 
Scheme, which allows use of 
other member research 
libraries in the UK. It is also 
home to the Wolfson 
Research Exchange.

Study abroad
PAIS has strong partnerships 
for study in the US, Hong 
Kong, Australia and Europe 
(through the Erasmus 
programme). PAIS also 
offers six Double Master’s 
programmes with partners 
in Australia, USA, Germany, 
Singapore, Spain and 
Canada.

Added benefits
Warwick has an excellent 
Student Careers & Skills 
Service, which hosts 
programmes and workshops 
for students.

Alumni
Include the former private 
secretary to the Deputy PM, 
James Clarke, and Shadow 
Secretary of State for  
Defence, Vernon Coaker.

faculties/humanities
Dean of faculty 
Professor Roland 
Dannreuther

University of Winchester 
Faculty of Humanities and  
Social Science 
Hampshire 
S022 4NR
wwww.winchester.ac.uk
01962841515
Dean of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, 
Kristyan Spelman Miller

University of 
Wolverhampton 
School of Social, Historical 
and Political Studies
Millennium City Building
City Campus Wulfruna 
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Wolverhampton  
WV1 1LY
01902 323 518 
foss-ugenquiries@wlv.ac.uk 
wlv.ac.uk/about-us/our-
schools-and-institutes
Head of department 
Paul Henderson

University of York 
Department of Politics
School of Politics,  
Economics and  
Philosophy  
University Road
York 
YO10 5DD 
01904 323843
pep@york.ac.uk 
www.york.ac.uk/pep 
Director of department 
Professor Martin Smith 
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POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

warwick.ac.uk/pais/study

Degree programmes
PhD Research
MA Political & Legal Theory
MA Research in PAIS
MA US Foreign Policy 
MA Public Policy

MA International Development 
MA International Politics & Europe
MA International Politics & East Asia
MA International Security
MA International Political Economy

MA International Relations
MA in Politics and  
International Studies: Big Data  
& Quantitative Methods

Why study politics at Warwick?
As a hub of international excellence in teaching and research, Politics and International Studies (PAIS) is positioned to 
deliver the kind of teaching and supervision that will stretch your understanding while also supporting you along the 
way. With world-leading experts in a huge range of topics within politics and international studies, this is the place to 
continue your academic journey with some of the best mentors – and peers - the world has to offer. 


